|dentification Notes Scientfic Namels:  Crocodylia
for wildlife law enforcement || common Name/s: Alligator, Crocodile, Caiman,

CATEGORY REPTILE

PROBLEM: Skulls of Crocodilians are often imported as souvenirs.

Gharial

GUIDE TO PRELIMINARY IDENTIFICATION
OF CROCODILIAN SKULLS

Nasal bones separated from nasal aperture;
mandibular symphysis extends to the 15th tooth...............ccccccciiiii,

e

Nasal bones entering the nasal aperture; mandibular e P

symphysisdoes not extend beyond the8th tooth.............cc.....ccooovv.coiinns...l w W

Tomistorna schlegelii

Nasal bones separated from premaxillary bones;
27 -29maxillaryteeth, 25 -26 mandibularteeth............ Gavialis gangeticus _q«=

Nasal bonesin contact with premaxillary bones; 20-21 maxiliary
teeth, 18-19 mandibular tegth................cccooovvvviioi, Tomistoma schlegelii

Fourth mandibular tooth usually fitting into a notch in the
maxillary; 16-19 maxillary teeth, 14-15 mandibular teeth........................... 4

Fourth mandibular tooth usualy fitting into a pit in the
maxillary; 14-20 maxillary teeth, 17-22 mandibular teeth.......................... 5

Nasal bones do not divide nasal aperture. . ... ..... Crocodylus (12 SPECIES)

Nasalbones divide nasal aperture..................cc.ooooovs Osteolaemus tetraspis

Nasal bones do not divide nasal aperture.................cocoovii, 6

Paleosuchus trigonatus

Bony septum divides nasal aperture. . ............ Alligator (2 species) % 74
Fiveteethinpremaxillary DONE..............c...coooooiiviiiiiiii i, 7.
Four teeth in premaxillary bone........................ Paleosuchus (2species)
Vomerexposed on the palate...........cccccevviiiiviiniinns Melanosuchus niger
Caiman crocodiles
Vomer not exposed on palate....................cooiiim 'Caiman (2species) lllustrations from: Mook, C. C. 1921

Medem, F. 19S1
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